settle the matter in five minutes, if he would come to
see the King, "but pride lies in the way now; and they
say, too, that he is not strong enough for the journey."

This led to enquiry, what ships were likely to be sail-
ing for The City* The woman said that there were two,
but she rather thought that they had sailed that morning.
"But if you will come to the end of the lane you will
look right down the wharf and see if they are there."
Thirty yards of walking showed the wharf to be empty,
the ships had gone. "It's late in the season now," the
woman said. "I'm not sure there'll be another ship sail-
ing now. Is it so important that you should go to The
City?" Theodora told the woman frankly something of
her present situation, and knew that she had won her
sympathy. "But don't be distressed," the woman said.
"Master Stephen will be back in a few hours at most
now; he is the one who'll be able to advise. And now,
if I might say a word, Yd have your things moved out
of the big hotel, before they charge you for another day,
as they will if you leave it until noon. And I'll send the
boy Ajax up for your things with the hand-cart."

Theodora went back to the hotel to pay and leave. As
she went in, the hotel men looked at her somewhat
strangely, not as they had looked on her arrival the day
before. She was very quick to notice the effects she pro-
duced; she had been on the stage long enough for that.
She felt sure that in some way word had gone about that
she had been trying to sell jewels and had been to the
pawn-shop. She went across to the office and asked for
her bill. The manager said that her bill had been taken
to her room, but that she had been found to have gone
out; here it was. Unfortunately, he said, the hotel was
very full at that season and he had had to make other
arrangements for the room in which she had slept. Her
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